KENT’S MARKET TOWN OF KINGS

Groups Guide 2015

In the year of the

800th anniversary of Magna Carta
Faversham unveils its hidden treasure

visitfaversham.com

Faversham – It’s All Here
Faversham, the oldest market town
in Kent and recorded in Domesday
Book, is packed with history and
located on a winding creek. An
amazing array of independent
shops

and

street

markets,

a

reputation for fine food and fascinating
places to visit are all things which combine to
make Faversham and the surrounding area the
perfect choice for a day out.

A stroll down Abbey Street, said to be England’s
finest medieval street is a must. You will reach
Standard Quay alongside Faversham Creek
with antiques and collectibles, garden centre,
tea room and more.
Faversham Market is held on Tuesday, Friday
and Saturday every week. ‘Best of Faversham
Arts, Crafts and Food Market’ is on the first and
third Saturday of the month and ‘Faversham
Antiques and Vintage Market’ is on the first
Sunday of the month. www.favershammarket.org

Places To Visit
1 BELMONT HOUSE AND GARDENS
Throwley, Faversham, Kent ME13 0HH

Opening Times: House opens 5th April to 27th
September 2015. Tours available on Weds, Sat,
Sun and BH Mon. Gardens open every day.
Groups: Tuesdays and Thursdays by
appointment.
Group rate: £7 per person
(parties of 12 or more).
Group lunches must be ordered in advance.
Contact: administrator@belmont-house.org
Tel: 01795 890202
www.belmont-house.org

2 BROGDALE COLLECTIONS
The focus of Belmont is the magnificent neoclassical house, complemented by beautiful
gardens to explore and the finest private collection
of clocks in Britain.
A lifelong passion for horology led the 5th
Lord Harris to accumulate one of the largest
personal collections of clocks in the country. Six
generations of the Harris family have left their
mark on this lovely country house.

Brogdale Farm, Brogdale Road,
Faversham, Kent ME13 8XZ

Something to see every season, from Blossom to
Harvest.
Brogdale is home to the National
Fruit Collection, the largest
collection of fruit trees
and plants in the
world. With over
4,000
varieties

FAVERSHAM COMMEMORATES AND CELEBRATES 800 YEARS

In 2015, Faversham
will join with
cities and towns
across the UK to
commemorate the
sealing of Magna
Carta at Runnymede
in 1215.

Magna Carta Rediscovered
A major exhibition will be staged in
Faversham from 23rd May until 28th June.
The centrepiece of this important exhibition
will be the Faversham Magna Carta presented to the town
in 1300. This is a FREE exhibition supported by the Heritage
Lottery Fund, providing visitors with the opportunity to view
this amazing document.
Whilst in the town, the magnificent collection of Charters in
the possession of Faversham Town Council and rarely on
public display will support the exhibition. A host of special
Magna Carta related events are currently being planned.

For enquiries and bookings contact Sally Wookey on 01795 594443
or email sally.wookey@favershamtc.co.uk www.visitfaversham.co.uk

3 MACKNADE FINE FOODS

Selling Road, Faversham, Kent ME13 8XF
Macknade Fine Foods is one of the country’s
leading food halls, built on a 160 year history
of food, farming and retailing in Faversham.
At Macknade we are passionate about food
and drink and love sharing our experience with
friends, family and first time visitors.

of temperate fruits it truly is one of Britain’s
treasures.
Opening Times: 30th March to October 2015,
7 days a week.
Group rate: £6.50 per person with tour. Lunch
and bespoke packages including walking and
tractor trailer tours. Please check website for
details.
Contact: karen@brogdalecollections.co.uk
Tel: 01795 536250
www.brogdalecollections.co.uk

Opening Times: Monday to Saturday 9am to
6pm and Sunday 10am to 4pm.
If refreshments/lunches are required it is
advisable to book to assure best service and
guarantee space.
Contact: Tel: 01795 534497
www.macknade.com

4 MOUNT EPHRAIM GARDENS

Opening Times: Group Tours
available most days, advance
booking essential.
Group rates: For groups of 16 or more.
A variety of catering options ranging
from a cream tea to a full meal.
Several joint visits available with other local
attractions, call for details.
Contact: tours@shepherdneame.co.uk
Tel: 01795 542016
www.shepherdneame.co.uk

Edwardian gardens with a story to tell.

6 FLEUR DE LIS HERITAGE CENTRE

Home to the Dawes family for over 300 years,
these ten glorious acres of terraced gardens
feature a Japanese rock garden, lake, water
garden, arboretum and a spectacular grass
maze, The elaborate and unusual topiary in
clipped yew truly captures the imagination, and
the Millennium Rose Garden and traditional
herbaceous border complete this stunning area.

An Aladdin’s cave of treasures following the
town’s history from early archaeological times
through medieval and Elizabethan, early times
as a trading centre, and its subsequent industrial
growth to a bustling hub in Victorian times and
through to the twenty first century.

Hernhill, Kent ME13 9TX

Opening Times: Weds to Sun 11am – 5pm and
BH Mon. Groups by arrangement on any day.
Group rates: £5 per person (groups of 10+)
Tea Room and Restaurant. Guided tours
available on request.
Contact: lucy@mountephraimgardens.co.uk
Tel: 01227 751496
www.mountephraimgardens.co.uk

5 SHEPHERD NEAME BREWERY TOURS
Court Street, Faversham, Kent ME13 7AX

11-13 Preston Street, Faversham,
Kent ME13 8NS

Contact: ticfaversham@btconnect.com
Tel: 01795 534542
www.favershamsociety.org

GUIDED TOWN WALKS

Leaving from the Fleur de Lis Heritage Centre.
Faversham is a town with a rich history to tell and
more than 450 listed buildings. Each Town Guide
brings an individual approach to their walk and
knows the town’s hidden gems. The walks take
between 1.5 to 2 hours and are not physically
demanding.
Contact: favershamtownwalks@gmail.com
Tel: 01795 483289

7 ST MARY OF CHARITY

Join an award- winning tour of Shepherd Neame,
Britain’s oldest brewer. An expert guide will lead
your group through the heart of the brewery
enabling them to see how beer is brewed from
barley to bottle and hop to handpump. The tour
includes a fascinating tutored tasting showing
how our Master Brewers and taste panel sample
the beers, giving visitors a chance to taste beers
of varying styles.

The parish church of St Mary of Charity has roots
that extend back to pre-Christian days. It is the
largest parish church in Kent, the size denoting
the importance of Faversham in the Middle Ages.
The church is a treasure trove of history. Notable
features include the reputed tomb of King
Stephen and the painted column dating from
around 1306, which features ten events in the
life of our Lord. The interior was restored and
transformed by Sir George Gilbert Scott in 1874.
The church is open to visitors throughout the
week from 9am to 5pm (subject to alteration due
to special church services).
Contact: admin@stmaryofcharity.org
www.stmaryofcharity.org
www.builttoinspire.org

Morning Coffee, Lunch
And Afternoon Tea
8 THE VAULTS CASK AND KITCHEN

13 THE SUN INN

16th century town centre pub offering snacks,
lunches and evening meals.

Traditional British fayre using fresh local produce,
we deliver exceptional food that is very well
received.

75 Preston Street, Faversham, ME13 8PE

Contact: bookings@theoldwinevaults.com
Tel: 01795 591817
www.theoldwinevaults.com

9 SADDLERS

1 Market Place, Faversham ME13 7AG
Fully licensed, home cooked lunches, cakes,
scones and sandwiches.
Contact: Kirsty kirstynmike@sky.com
Tel: 01795 537927
www.saddlersfaversham.co.uk

10 COURTYARD RESTAURANT CAFÉ

Brogdale Farm, Brogdale Road, Faversham,
ME13 8XZ
Located at the Home of the National Fruit
Collection, the Courtyard is open daily for snacks,
cream teas and full meals.
Contact: courtyardbrogdale@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01795 530013
www.courtyard-brogdale.co.uk

11 THE CAFÉ AT MACKNADE FINE
FOODS
Selling Road, Faversham, ME13 8XF
The Macknade Café
shows what can be
done with fantastic
ingredients, fine teas,
great coffee and
homemade cakes.
Contact:
Tel: 01795 534497
www.macknade.com

12 PHOENIX TAVERN

Abbey Street, Faversham, ME13 7BH
The Heart of Faversham, Real Ale, Real Food,
Real Atmosphere, Real Tradition.
Contact: office@thephoenixtavernfaversham.co.uk
Tel: 01795 591462
www.thephoenixtavernfaversham.co.uk

10 West Street, Faversham ME13 7JE

Contact: Tel: 01795 535098
www.sunfaversham.co.uk

14 THE RED SAILS
RESTAURANT AT
FAVERSHAM CREEK
HOTEL
Conduit Street,
Faversham, ME13 7DF

New boutique hotel in
Faversham
with
fine
dining restaurant and bar.
Fantastic wine list, afternoon teas and oyster bar
Contact: Tel: 01795 533535
www.favershamcreekhotel.co.uk

TAKE A BREAK….
Just Minutes off the M2
COURTYARD RESTAURANT CAFÉ

See description above
Less than 2 miles from M2 Junction 6 and 3 miles
from M2 Junction 7 and located off A2, follow
‘brown tourist signs with flower’. Ample coach
parking. Advance booking preferred but call on
day to check availability for refreshment stops.

THE MACKNADE CAFÉ AT MACKNADE
FINE FOODS

See description above
Less than 2 miles from M2 (Junction 6 and
Junction 7) and located just off the A2. Macknade
Fine Foods is one of the country’s leading food
halls. There is plenty of parking directly outside.
It is advised that groups book with the café in
advance to guarantee space.
Contact: 01795 534497
www.macknade.com

What’s On
Festivals, heritage and culture Faversham offers it all!
11th April • Hanami Festival,
Brogdale Collections
Hanami is the Japanese festival
celebrating Cherry Blossom
(Sakura). Enjoy traditional
Japanese entertainment and
the beauty of the ornamental
cherry blossom! A stunning
and unique day out.

23rd May to 28th June • ‘Magna Carta
Rediscovered’ Exhibition
A
major
touring
exhibition
commemorating 800 years of
Magna Carta with the 1300
Faversham Magna Carta as the
centrepiece. The exhibition will
also display the Faversham Charter
Collection.

www.brogdalecollections.co.uk

www.visitfaversham.com

3rd – 4th May • Plant and Craft Fair,
Belmont House

7th June • Strawberry and Vintage Fair,
Brogdale Collections

A great opportunity to get expert
advice on how to get your garden
looking wonderful for summer.
Beautiful plants from specialist
nurseries for the keen gardener
plus a variety of local art and craft
stalls.

www.belmont-house.org

16th – 17th May • Transport Weekend,
Faversham Town Centre

The
strawberry
and
vintage fair is the perfect
day to enjoy the first fruits
of the year at Brogdale!
Bring a picnic or enjoy
freshly baked goodies
and a cup of tea before
buying some unique gifts
and home wares from the
vintage market.

www.brogdalecollections.co.uk

‘Travel
through
Time’
is
Faversham’s magical weekendlong transport event, embracing
all forms of historic vehicles,
with displays of vintage buses
and commercial vehicles on
Sat, 16th and classic cars and
motorcycles on Sun, 17th.

13th – 14th June • Magna Carta
Weekend

www.faversham.org

www.visitfaversham.com

A weekend of medieval fun to
celebrate Magna Carta. Music,
drama, re-enactment, stalls,
exhibits, displays, food and drink
– all with a medieval twist.

visitfaversham.com

19th July • Cherry Day
NEW for 2015, the Cherry Day is a
great family day out. Relax in the
summer sun as you enjoy tasting
some of the juiciest cherries around!

www.brogdalecollections.co.uk

29th – 30th August • Cider Festival
The Cider Barn will be opening its doors once
more, bringing you yet another great selection of
local and artisan ciders! Live music, local food,
craft and produce village. Tractor trailer and
walking tours of the orchards.

www.brogdalecollections.co.uk

5th – 6th September •
Faversham Hop Festival
Follow the hop-pickers trail to the
ancient hopping and brewing town
of Faversham for one of the biggest
FREE street festivals in the south
east. Music Stages, dancers and
buskers, Shepherd Neame brewery tours, a
street market and a fantastic Kentish food and
drink offer all serve to perfectly showcase the
beautiful medieval gem that is Faversham.

www.favershamhopfestival.org

13th September • Country Fair
An event for anyone interested in country life
including The Galloping Acrobats, falconry, ferret
racing, ‘have a go’ archery, pet show, terrier

racing, great shopping and fine food.
NOTE: The House will be closed on these days.

www.belmont-house.org

18th – 20th September • Food Festival
Faversham is at the
centre of one of the most
productive food producing
areas in the country. With
the sea and Kent’s famous
oyster beds to the north,
and salt marshes, game
forests and fruit orchards
surrounding the town the
town really does have a
wealth of food to be proud of. Faversham Food
Festival celebrates this.

www.favershamfoodfestival.co.uk

17th – 18th October
• Apple Festival
The Biggest and best
Apple Festival is back.
Displays of 400 apple
varieties and ‘try before
you buy’ in the fruit pack
house. Tractor trailer
and walking tours of
the orchards, craft and
produce village, music,
food and entertainment.

www.brogdalecollections.co.uk

visitfaversham.com
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Places to Visit
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Belmont House & Gardens
Brogdale Collections
Macknade Fine Foods
Mount Ephraim Gardens
Shepherd Neame Brewery Tours
Fleur de Lis Heritage Centre Guided Walks
St Mary of Charity Church

Lunch, Tea, Coffee
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

The Vaults Cask and Kitchen
Saddlers
Courtyard Restaurant Café
The Café at Macknade Fine Foods
The Phoenix Tavern
The Sun Inn
Faversham Creek Hotel

GETTING HERE
Faversham is easy to reach, just off the M2
at Junction 6 or 7 and 50 miles from London,
10 miles from Canterbury and 25 miles from
Dover. By train from Victoria and via highspeed
from St Pancras.
COACH DROP OFF AND COACH PARKING
A coach drop off point is located on Leslie
Smith Drive (Postcode ME13 8PW) adjacent to
the Central Car Park. Coaches are permitted
15 minutes for drop off and pick up. FREE
coach parking is available at Macknade Fine
Foods, Selling Road, Faversham (Postcode
ME13 8XF) just one mile from the town centre.
Complimentary refreshments for coach
drivers are available here courtesy of The Café
at Macknade Fine Foods.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Website:
visitfaversham.com
Email:
sally.wookey@favershamtc.co.uk
Faversham Visitor Information Centre:
01795 534542

