
Biodiversity and 
Natural Heritage

Faversham Neighbourhood Plan 

Public Consultation

September – October 2020



The Parish of Faversham sits on fertile land between the 
chalk downs of north Kent and the salt marshes of the 
Thames Estuary.

Land use in the past was defined to a great extent by 
local conditions and the town’s place in the landscape. 
The Neighbourhood Plan gives us the opportunity to 
ensure that local people continue to have a say in 
decisions about future land use.

Faversham retains important blocks of natural habitat, as 
well as corridors linking them.  Some of that habitat, and 
some corridors, are at least partially protected through 
formal landscape designations.  As the town expands, 
more land must be protected in order to maintain the 
balance between the built and natural environments.

Rising sea levels will have a major impact on lower-lying 
parts of the parish in coming years.  The threat is not 
only environmental: climate change will affect all aspects 
of life in Faversham.





Faversham Land Use and Habitats 

The built-up areas of Faversham 
(shown in white on the map) are 
surrounded within the parish by 
woodland to the west, marshland 
to the north, and arable land to 
the east and south

The woodland and marshes in 
particular provide important 
natural habitats for wildlife

Faversham’s character as a 
coastal town is largely defined by 
its proximity to the Thames 
Estuary and the coastal salt 
marshes

Current proposals would see a lot 
of the arable land converted to 
housing

• How would you describe the 
relationship between 
Faversham and the 
surrounding landscape?

• Do you think it’s important to 
maintain a balance between 
built-up areas and natural 
habitats in the parish?

• Is the current balance about 
right?  Or too skewed in one 
direction or the other?  Which 
one?  How would you like to 
see that balance in future?

• Is it important to you to be 
able to access the countryside 
around Faversham?



Faversham green spaces



Faversham green spaces 

The numbered green spaces on 
this map are blocks of open 
space that areimportant for 
wildlife and/or as places where 
people can relax and connect to 
nature

Details about each of the 
numbered blocks are contained 
in a laminated document on the 
centre table

The white areas on the map are 
mostly arable land, much of 
which is currently being 
proposed for housing 
development

Officially designated Local Green 
Spaces are indicated on the next 
map

• What is the closest green 
space to where you live in 
Faversham?

• Is it important to you for that 
green space to be protected or 
would you be happy for it to be 
used for housing 
development?

• Did you know that green 
spaces that are important to 
the community can be formally 
protected by being designated 
as Local Green Spaces?

• Are there places in the parish 
not indicated on this map that 
you would like to see 
designated as Local Green 
Spaces?





Faversham Designated Spaces 

Much of the land around 
Faversham and within the parish 
is recognized as being important 
for wildlife and habitat 
conservation

The marshland north of the town 
is a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest, an internationally 
significant Ramsar wetland, and 
an EU Special Protection Area

Much of the land south of the 
M2 is the North Downs Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty

Other designations, which 
provide weaker protection under 
the law, include areas of High 
Landscape Value, Local Wildlife 
Sites, and Local Green Spaces

• Are these areas of designated 
landscape important to you?  If 
so, why?

• Should the designations be 
respected in decisions about the 
future development of 
Faversham?

• Are all designations equally 
important or are some more 
important than others?

• Are there unprotected places in 
the landscape that should be 
designated in future?  If so, 
which ones?

• Are there parts of the parish 
that should be prioritized over 
others for housing 
development?



Faversham
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Green and Blue Corridors 

Many of the remaining blocks of 
natural habitat around 
Faversham are linked by 
waterways, hedgerows, or the 
strips of vegetation that grow 
along footpaths, tree-lined 
streets and railway 
embankments

Such corridors provide vital 
connectivity for wildlife and 
access to nature for people, both 
within the parish and into the 
wider landscape

Maintaining, extending and 
improving these living arteries 
could be one of the goals of the 
Faversham Neighbourhood Plan

• Are there green or blue 
corridors near where you live 
that are not shown on the 
map?

• Are such corridors important 
to you?  If so, how?

• How could they be improved?

• Are there particular corridors 
into the landscape around 
Faversham that should be 
improved in future?  Which 
ones?

• Should we be more systematic 
about maintaining and 
strengthening our blue and 
green corridors in future?
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Faversham Flood Map For 2100 (Most Probable Scenario)

This Map is based on Environment Agency LIDAR data and the following report: 

Exploratory sea level projections for the UK to 2300 - SC150009 

Published by: Environment Agency, Horizon House, Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5A 

ISBN: 978-1-84911-428-8, August 2019

In particular the Executive Summary and table A.2, entry for Sheerness with the mid projection for global warming 

influence (RCP 4.5).  This table takes several factors into account, the main two being the impact of warming on sea 

levels and the isostatic rebound from the last ice age. The mid projection has been used to avoid excess pessimism. 

These are not the heights you will see in a published tide table which usually have the lowest local spring tide as zero so 

have a larger number for the highest tide; apparently more useful to mariners.

The projections do include predicted tidal surges (Sheerness is used as the nearest tidal station).  But they do not 

include any local amplifying or attenuating effects caused by the coastline around Faversham.

Ground water flooding is not included.

The effectiveness of the current sea defences is not included.

The LIDAR data does not include the bund around the Front Brents, this is because the survey was performed in 2016. 

The projections do not include maximum wave height. It is assumed that the waves will largely dissipate between any 

overtopping of the defences and the main area flooded.  In other words, waves are only relevant to the effectiveness of 

the defences, not to the size of area flooded should the defences fail. As a matter of note, there is a projected to be 

little wave height change in this part of the North Sea as a result of climate change.  The worst wave height is about 1 

metre for this part of the coast.
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LIDAR data from DEFRA:  Contains public sector information 
licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.

The LIDAR data is dated 2016 for the main part of Faversham. The 
western most 600 metres is dated 2018.

Ordnance Survey Open Data (Roads Buildings and Boundaries): 
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2018

Map produced using QGIS software 
© Faversham Society

NOTES:

1) The effectiveness of the Front Brents Bund is not included.
2) Flood Lane and the sluice in the Sonebridge allotments are overtopped in the once per year 
case.
3) On an Annual basis the following are flooded:
a) The Bungalows on the West side of Cyprus Road
b) Abbey Barns and most of the buildings around Abbey Farmhouse.
c) Shepherd Neame Bottling Plant
d) Standard Quay
e) The seawall around Ham Marshes is overtopped.

i) Hollowshore
ii) Marsh House
iii) Several buildings around Ham Farm

5) On a once in 200 year basis the following are flooded:
a) The houses to the East of Stonebridge Way
b) The bottom of Tanner Street
c) Both sides of Cyprus Road and some in Gordon Square.
d) All of Abbey Farm
e) All of Belvedere Road
f) Waterside Close and Faversham Reach
g) Cottages at bttom of Davington Hill
h) St Marys School
i) All of Ham Farm

6) The sea wall around Nagden should hold for the once iper year case, but some places will 
need to be reinforced on a few palces,  It will be overtopped in the once per 200 year case in 
many places.



Flood Map for 2100 

This map shows the flooding that 
can be expected in 80 years’ time 
as a result of rising sea levels 
caused by climate change

The map does not take into 
consideration any measures to 
raise the level of existing sea 
defenses

Dark blue areas are predicted to 
flood at least once a year

The lighter blue areas are 
predicted to flood more rarely, 
for example as a result of 
exceptional storm surges

• Do you think climate change 
and sea level rise pose a threat 
to Faversham?

• What specific threats should 
we expect?

• Should we plan now to 
minimize the impacts on the 
town of rising sea levels and a 
warmer climate?

• What actions can we take now 
to reduce those impacts?

• Does it make sense to build 
houses in areas that are 
vulnerable to flooding?


