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Announcement from the Chair        4 November 2024 

 

 

The Faversham Society 

Supports affordable housing 

Opposes all large-scale development on greenfield sites 

Backs the Faversham Neighbourhood Plan 

 

On Monday 28 October, more than 100 Members of the Faversham Society met at Faversham Assembly 

Rooms to hear about and discuss the proposals for housing developments around Faversham. 

 

Helen Whately MP; Cllr Julien Speed (Swale Borough Council), Cllr Josh Rowlands (Faversham Town 

Council; Harold Goodwin (Faversham Community Land Trust) and Carol Goatham (Farms, Fields and 

Fresh Air) presented their views on current and likely plans. This was followed by more than an hour of 

discussion, facilitated by the Faversham Society Chair, Ann Furedi. The main issues were: Government 

targets that seemed unconnected to the size of existing towns; concerns about the reported intentions of 

Swale Borough Council to concentrate building in the East of the Borough; and, whether the Society might 

accept the proposed development on land belonging to the Duchy of Cornwall in SE Faversham, as ‘the least 

worst option. 

 

There was support for the Faversham Neighbourhood Plans emphasis on building affordable homes in town. 

The key issue: should the Society change its position from opposition to all large-scale developments on 

green-fields sites, was put to an indicative vote. 

 

About two thirds of the meeting voted to oppose all development on greenfield sites as a principle. A small 

number voted for dropping this commitment. Most people who took the opportunity to share their opinion in 

writing as they were either unable to attend the meeting or unwilling to indicate their view in public, made 

comments were in line with the majority vote. 

 

At a meeting of the elected Trustees on 29th October, the importance of reflecting the views of the 

Membership was acknowledged and the following statement was agreed nem con.’  

“The Faversham Society welcomes the Faversham Neighbourhood Plan and encourages 

members to vote ‘Yes' in the referendum. 

The Society supports the development of affordable homes but remains opposed to all large 

developments on greenfield sites.  

When developments are proposed we will engage with stakeholders to minimise the risks and 

maximise the benefits to our town. 

 

ENDS/ 
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