
 

 

 

 

Company No. 7112241, Registered Charity No.1135262 

Address 10-13 Preston Street, Faversham, Kent ME13 8NS 

Agenda for the 2026 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Faversham Society 

held in the Assembly Rooms, Faversham on Wednesday 10th June 2025 at 

7.00pm.  

After the formal agenda of the AGM has been concluded, Heather Knight and Nigel 

Morgan will give an insightful talk about the history of Ardens House, and what its 

future may be.  

AGENDA  

1. Apologies for absence  

2. Minutes of the 2025 AGM and matters arising  

3. Chair’s Review and receipt of the Annual Report  

4. Receipt of the Annual Accounts  

5. Appointment of Independent Examiner  

6. Election of Trustees  

7. Election of Officers: Chair and Vice Chair  

8. President’s Review  

9. Any other business  

10. Date of next meeting  

 

All members have the right to attend, speak and vote at the AGM.  

Election of Trustees 

Nominations for Trustee of the Faversham Society closed on 20th May 2026.  

There are 6 retiring trustees at the AGM 2026, creating 6 vacancies.  

Election of trustees to fill these vacancies will take place at our AGM on 

Wednesday 10th June – 7pm at the Assembly Rooms, Faversham, via a show of 

hands. Nominee details are as follows:   

 

 



Nominees for Trustee of the Faversham Society  

- Leigh Allison 

- Hollie Brennan 

- Jonathan Carey 

- Harold Goodwin 

- Matthew Hatchwell 

- Jacqueline Spencer 

Personal Statements 

Leigh Allison 

I currently volunteer in the Visitor Information Centre, museum archives and look 
after the Outreach Quadrant as part of my trustee role. I’m part of the small team that 
produces our publications and also the team that runs our successful events 
programme. These include the monthly talks and our fabulous Regency Ball.  

There are lots of exciting projects ahead for the Faversham Society and I would very 
much like to be involved in them.  

Faversham is a fascinating place and, along with the 200 like-minded people who 
give their time to preserve it and help with Society activities, I’m very proud to call it 
home. 

Hollie Brennan  

I may have only lived in Faversham for the past 10 years, but I spent many holidays 

visiting family here as a child. My family heritage can be traced back to the 1600s, 

giving me a deep appreciation of Faversham’s history, character, and stories that 

make it unique.  

Faversham is my hometown and holds a special place in my heart. I am passionate 

about preserving its rich cultural and historical heritage whilst supporting thoughtful 

and sensitive progress that allows the town to thrive for future generations. 

Protecting Faversham’s character, independent spirit. Historic environment and 

strong sense of community is central to this commitment.  

My passion is supported by my professional experience as a governance manager, 

where I strengthen Board effectiveness, regulatory compliance and sound decision-

making. I also have experience supporting grant-raising and funding applications and 

would welcome applying these skills to support the Society’s work.  

I am keen to act as an amplifying voice for the community, helping to ensure local 

views and aspirations are represented in discussions with decision makers shaping 

the town’s future. The Faversham Society plays a vital role in safeguarding the 

town’s heritage, and I would be honoured to contribute to its mission, helping 

Faversham’s past inform an inclusive and sustainable future.  

 



Jonathan Carey  

I am a conservation architect and lead the Faversham Society’s Heritage Group, 

including ensuring the preservations and maintenance of Faversham’s historic 

buildings. I am a long-serving and dedicated volunteer and trustee of the Society, 

and if elected, will continue the fascinating work I do to conserve our built heritage 

and environment. I am particularly excited about Ardens House, and how we may not 

only preserve this important historic building in the present, but create a new and 

unique heritage asset for our town for the future.  

Harold Goodwin 

I joined the Society's Board in 2014 and two years later was elected Chair in 2016. 
Our town and the Faversham Society have been going through a period of profound 
change and this does not show signs of abating. I retired as Chair of the Society in 
2024 and from the role of Vice-Chair in 2025, but have continued to serve as Trustee 
since. I am passionate about ensuring that the town's rich history, cultural heritage 
and environmental heritage are protected as the town evolves to serve both 
residents of our town and visitors alike, and believe it is an enduring role of the 
Faversham Society to serve as the custodian of all that makes our town so special.  
 
Should  I be re-elected to the Board, I will continue to focus on key issues facing our 
town such as planning and development, protecting our heritage assets and creating 
new ones, and well as building new and exciting ways to engage people of all ages 
in Faversham and its history. I launched Open Faversham while I was chair to bring 
together a broad range of all those people and groups involved with our 
"contemporary, cultural, built, industrial and natural heritage." This year there was 
the Becket weekend in June and the September celebration of the waterway at the 
heart of our town "From the Source of the Westbrook to the Sea" being held in St 
Mary of Charity 16th to 19th September.  

 

Matthew Hatchwell 

I am a wildlife conservationist by profession. I originally stood for election as a 

trustee of the Faversham Society because I am passionate about the natural 

heritage of the town and its surrounding landscape which underpins the entire history 

of our community. I have been a vocal member of the Society’s Environment 

Committee since becoming a trustee and, in recent months, have agreed with my 

fellow trustees to re-launch the Committee as a separate entity after a period during 

which it was merged with the Planning Committee. At its most recent meeting in April 

this year, the Board of Trustees accepted my proposal that natural heritage should 

feature more prominently on the Society’s website, in its newsletter, talks and guided 

walks, and ultimately – in some form – as an extension of the Society’s existing 

exhibitions at the Fleur de Lis Museum. My vision is for a Faversham natural history 

discovery centre established and run with local and national partners and focused on 

the coastal marshes of north Kent, the chalk downs to our south, the chalk streams 

that connect them, and the national and global environmental factors affecting them 

all. 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopenfaversham.info%2Fsource-of-the-westbrook-to-the-sea%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc995953d935a4a21983108deb80e51e6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639150568803233673%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jlXqKQM%2FjTlS6SMZL26ZC00g8L9i0HclmcFLmAtOmPE%3D&reserved=0


Jacqueline Spencer 

I am a Chartered Librarian with substantial experience of managing heritage 

collections. As a Trustee of the Faversham Society, I will care for the books and 

archives that have been entrusted to the Society and aim to make them available to 

all. I am passionate about curation and discovery. I believe our library and archives 

can support the educational, environment and archaeological interests of people in 

the town and beyond it. For me, the Society provides opportunities to connect people 

with ideas about heritage and community to enable us to contribute to a pleasant 

and stimulating place to live or visit.  

I moved to the town two years ago and volunteer at the Fleur Bookshop and Fleur 

Museum. I lived in nearby Stone and Sheldwich before moving here. Since being co-

opted as a Trustee last Autumn, with the help of many in the Fleur Museum, I moved 

the library to a new room off the Gallery, opened it to visitors and have started an 

online catalogue. I research in the Doddington parish library and provide access for 

visitors. I have worked at the University of Kent and Canterbury Cathedral too, and 

have connections as a researcher with both.  

 

Election of Officers – Nominees for Chair and Vice 

Chair 

At each Society AGM, an election is held for the posts of Chair and Vice-Chair of the 

Society. One nomination for each post has been received. Nominee details are as 

follows: 

Nominated for Chair of the Faversham Society: Ann Furedi  

As outgoing chair of the Faversham Society I have considered it is my responsibility 
to act as the public face of our Society; ensure we stay true to our mission and keep 
our volunteers and members at the centre of our policy. 
I would be happy to serve a further term. 
 

 

Nominated for Vice-Chair of the Faversham Society: Leigh Allison  

I currently volunteer in the Visitor Information Centre, museum archives and look 
after the Outreach Quadrant as part of my trustee role. I’m part of the small team that 
produces our publications and also the team that runs our successful events 
programme. These include the monthly talks and our fabulous Regency Ball.  

There are lots of exciting projects ahead for the Faversham Society and I would very 
much like to be involved in them.  

Faversham is a fascinating place and, along with the 200 like-minded people who 
give their time to preserve it and help with Society activities, I’m very proud to call it 
home. 


