
William  AUSTIN  ( 1839 - 1867 ). 

 

Faversham parish church baptisms. 

7 Dec 1834 Alfred AUSTIN, son of James and Sarah, of Waller's Row, Labourer. 

10 Nov 1839 William AUSTIN, son of William and Susanna, of Flood Lane, Labourer. 

 

1841 census; 0472 - 19. f.016, p.26. Flood Lane, Faversham, Kent. 

William AUSTIN  30y  Labourer,  Susanna 25y,  Alfred 5y and William 2y. All born Kent. 

 

1861 census; 0526 - 067 - 9. Bridge Place, Preston, Kent. 

AUSTIN William  Head Mar 21  Labr. Gunpowder factory Kent

 Faversham 

 " Sarah  Wife Mar 21  ----       " Hernehill 

 " Sarah  Dau ---   1mo.--       " Preston 

 

The Times. 30 Dec 1867 Fatal explosion at the Faversham Powder mills. 

A fearful explosion occurred on Saturday morning at these Powder mills when eleven men were 

blown 

into the air and killed instantly. The Works belongs to Messrs.Hall and is about a mile from 

Faversham. 

Much damage was caused locally and glass in Canterbury, about ten miles away was damaged. 

At about 11 o'clock on Saturday morning the Corning house exploded followed by the Glazing 

house 

and the Press house. Of the twelve men at work, eleven were blown up with the houses 

in which they worked and only fragments of any bodies have been recovered. 

Those killed are listed together with their married status and number of children. 

Eleven widows and twenty-nine children are left to mourn. 

William AUSTIN, one of eleven men killed, married, two of family. 

 

The Times. 31 Dec 1867 The inquest. 

The inquest into the eleven deaths at the Marsh Gunpowder works was opened in an office at the 

works. 

Mr W. Hall, head of the firm, Mr W. T. T. Hall and Mr R.W.Smith, partners were present. 

William Austin, one of those killed was 25y. Witnesses were William Honess, foreman of the 

works, 

Frederick Sherwood, a labourer in the corning house and George Bramwell, a boatman.  

Mr Cooper, manager of the works said there was no truth in the rumours about strangers being 

seen 

on the site.  ( This rumour is the subject of an article in the Times of 30 Dec 1867 ). 

The verdict of the jury was; It is our opinion that the lives that have been lost have been 

sacrificed 

by accident. The jury believe that every care and precaution has been taken 

by the proprietors of the works. 

 

East Kent Gazette. 4 Jan 1868 Terrific explosion at Faversham Powder Works, Eleven men 

killed. 



The paper includes a comprehensive report on the scene, the accident when a corning house, 

a press house and a charge house exploded and the inquest.  The report is generally as reported 

above. 

Mr Honess, foreman of the works said William AUSTIN worked in the Press house. 

Mrs Austin was expecting an increase in her family. 

 

Oare parish church burials register. 31 Dec 1867 William AUSTEN of Faversham bur.,26y. 

One of eleven men " blown up by Gunpowder explosion 28 Dec 1867 ". 

 

Faversham paper 78. Oare parish and people. Melrose 2001. 

9 Feb 1868 A ' Thanksgiving offering ( service ) was held for the preservation of life and 

property 

during the Gunpowder explosion. A service was held for the widows and a collection raised 

19s-6d. 

 

Faversham society museum collection.  New Zealand, West Coast Times, 10 Mar 1868. 

Explosion at the Faversham Powder Mills. 

Detailed report includes William AUSTIN, married, two of family, as one of eleven men killed. 

 

Preston-next-Faversham parish church, marriage 24 Mar 1870, banns. 

Walter Spencer HARRIS, Full age, Bachelor, Labourer, of Preston, son of John Harris, 

Gardener. 

Sarah AUSTIN, Full age, Widow, of Preston, dau. of Edward WRAIGHT, Labourer. 

Wits;  Charles Lewis ?Kerridge,  Emma Jane Wraight. 

 

1841 census; 0473 - 12. f.006, p.6. Hernhill, Kent. 

WRAIGHT Edward  37y, Egler, Sarah 33y, 

 "  also Harriott 14y,  Charlotte 12y,  Mercy 10y,  Frederick 6y,  Edward 4y, 

 "  and Sarah 2y. All born in Kent. 

 


