
Dennis  BATCHELOR  ( c1906 - 1927 ). 
 

Faversham and N.E.K.News 9 Apr 1927.  Explosion at Powder factory. Cause a mystery. 

This paper reports on the death of Dennis BATCHELOR, a single man aged 22y. Details generally as follows. 

 

Tonbridge Free Press  1 Apr 1927.  Explosion at Leigh. 

Dennis BATCHELOR was killed 31 Mar 1927 in an explosion at the Powder Mills, Leigh, near Tonbridge, Kent. 

The inquest and funeral was reported in the same paper 8 April 1927. The following precis was compiled by 

J.Breeze. 

 

The funeral on Wed. 6 April at Leigh church was attended by the whole staff of the mills including the Manager, 

Mr John Evelyn who walked before the hearse from the village to the church. 

The coffin was borne by six workmates, A. Swift,  E. Shackley,  C. Swain,  H. Hornsby,  J. Dawson and G. 

Baker. 

A list of wreaths includes those from relatives, workmates, old school friends and Leigh Football Club. 

 

The inquest was held by Mr A. H. Neve, County Coroner, at the Powder Mills at Leigh on Sat. 2 April into the 

deaths 

of Dennis BATCHELOR and Frank SCOTT.  Major Crozier, H.M. Government inspector was present. 

Witnesses included; 

Alfred John BATCHELOR, of Leigh, Storekeeper at the Powder mills identified the body as that of his brother, of 

20, Powder mill cottages, Leigh. 

He was a Powder maker, unmarried, aged 21y.    

Mr John EVELYN, Manager of the Powder mills stated that the men were engaged in drying a mixture of Gun 

cotton and barium nitrate 

on trays with wooden runners. 

The ordinary working temperature was about 120 but this went up to about 130 on a hot day. He had no idea how 

the accident happened. 

Mr SHRUBSOLE, Transport and General Workers union questioned provision of clothing and fire extinguishers. 

Mr J. H. MAYNARD, Foreman at the works had searched them for matches, made sure they put on working clothes 

with no pockets 

or metal buttons and felt shoes made specially for the work. 

Mr Frederick C. SALTER was working about 100 yards away and helped pull SCOTT out of the burning building. 

P.c. HADLOW described the scene after the fire. 

Dr. H. J. M. WATTS gave evidence about both patients when they were in hospital. 

The jury returned a verdict of " Accidental Death " and expressed sympathy for the relatives of the deceased. 

 

Previous fatal accidents had occurred at Leigh.  August 1918  and 16 Dec 1920. Two men killed on each occasion. 

 

( Above data from T.F. Press, Tonbridge library, TN10 1TG. Ref. Mrs Mary Nicholson ). 


