
Alfred Philip  CATTLE  ( c.1894 - 1985 ). 

 

Faversham News. 13 Jan 1934. Gunpowder works to be closed. Official statement. 

Mr A.P.CATTLE, Manager of the works stated that the directors of I.C.I. 

had decided to close down their works at Faversham at the end of June next 

and to concentrate manufacture of explosives at Ardeer, Scotland. 

He added that works would be necessary before closure and some workers would be offered jobs 

at the new works. 

There are presently 150 working at the factory, 130 of whom are men. 

 

Mr CATTLE lived at The Lawn, Davington and walked to work at the Oare site, 

always using the Grove gate entrance. 

 

Mr A. P. CATTLE, Works Manager, photograph of the Faversham Factory team as winners 

of the I.C.I. Ambulance competition, 1934. 

also in the picture are;  F.T.Pantaney,  H.S.Pratley,  W.F.Jemmett,  W.J.Miles and 

W.J.Reynolds, Captain. 

 

Faversham Society museum collection. Photo album 1920 - 34 era. includes; 

CATTLE  A. P.  Works Manager 1934,  Chairman, Works Council 1933 - 4. 

Transferred to Ardeer 1934. 

 

Faversham Society museum collection.  

Letter 24 Jul 1940 from A. P. CATTLE, Explosives works, Roslin to 

W. J. REYNOLDS, Nobel House, Stevenston. This a covering note with a letter dated 21 Feb 

1890 

from William S. HALL  to R. WATSON-SMITH, Esq., Florence, 

asking for money to take out a lease on a house in London. 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News. 7 Nov 1936. Mr J.NICOL, M.B.E. 

Mr CATTLE is recorded as attending Mr NICOL’s cremation ceremony at Kent County 

Crematorium, 

Charing in his capacity as successor to Mr NICOL as manager of the Faversham Gunpowder 

works. 

 

Ardeer Factory Explosions. Web site. 

Alfred Philip CATTLE, Chief Superintendent of the I.C.I. factory at Ardeer, of Glenhaven, West 

Kilbride, 

was called as a witness to the enquiry into the deaths of four men after an explosion 

at Ardeer on 16 June 1937. 

Dr P.CATTLE, Superintendent of the Black Powder Section at the Ardeer factory explained the 

process. 

( Much more detail is available on the web site ). 

 

Faversham paper No. 42, Oare and Marsh factories includes; 

Alfred P.CATTLE, ( Jumbo to his friends ) was the last Works Manager at Faversham. 



Shortly before his death in 1985 at the age of 91y he passed several copies of 

Gunpowder Manufacturing Methods books to Dr PATTERSON, the author of this paper. 

They appear to be written under I.C.I. management about 1928 so probably describe the 

processes 

used just before the factories closed in 1934. 

Approval has been obtained for the publication of some of this confidential information in this 

paper. 

 

Faversham News. 2 Nov 1951.  

Mr CATTLE is listed for sending a wreath to the funeral of Mr F.C.WRIGHT  

who had worked for I.C.I. in Faversham and Scotland for 38 years. 

 

Kentish Gazette 22 Jan 2009.  ON  FILE.  75 years ago.  ( Faversham News Jan 1934 ). 

Mr A. P. CATTLE, manager of the works stated that the directors of  I. C. I. had decided to 

close down their works at Faversham and concentrate their manufacture of explosives 

in one factory at Ardeer, Scotland. 

   


