
Richard  CURLING    ( c1856 - after 1916 ). 

Benjamin BARNETT  ( c1859 - after 1916 ). 

 

1881 census; 0989 - 072 - 19.  2, Mordan cottage, Ramsgate, Kent. 

CURLING Richard  Head Mar 25  Fishmonger  Kent

 Ramsgate 

 " Edith  Wife Mar 23  ----      " " " 

 

1881 census; 0992 - 138.  Vessel " Gypsy Queen ", lying at Ramsgate. 

CURLING Richard  Mar 25  Master  Midx. London 

DOUGHTY Robert  Unm 21  Ord. seaman Kent Margate 

BUSHELL Alfred  Unm 29  Mate      " Ramsgate 

PALMER William  Unm 17  Ord. seaman     "     " 

LOCKYER John  Unm 15  Cook      " Margate 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News 4 Mar 1916.  Two men walk into creek. 

Richard CURLING and Benjamin BARNETT, both of Ramsgate, employed at Explosives 

Loading Company 

and lodging at 10, Lower Brents had an unpleasant experience in the dark last Friday night 

when it was pitch dark with driving snow. 

The two men left the bus which had brought them from the works and went to the Star Inn, 

Middle Row, 

which they did on Friday nights to write letters and send money to their wifes. 

They left the Star Inn at about 8.0pm intending to go down Partridge Lane. 

In the darkness they lost their way and went down Quay Lane, got astray on the town wharf 

and walked into the creek. 

The splash as they fell into about two feet of water and their cries for help brought rescuers, 

some of the military with a ladder rescued them covered in mud and icy cold. 

CURLING, 60y, was seen by a doctor and his wife took him home to Ramsgate on Monday. 

BARNETT, 57y, was also affected and gashed one of his legs. 

The gate to the wharf was not closed at the time. 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News 1 Apr 1916. Faversham Town Council. A fall into the creek. 

Messrs. R. CURLING and B. BARNETT, lodging at Lower Brents at the time, wrote to the 

Council 

reporting that on the night of 25th February they mistook a turning and fell off the town wharf 

into the creek. 

As a result of the shock of the fall and getting wet they were unable to work and wondered 

what the Council could do about it. 

The Town Clerk was asked to write to the men expressing their sympathy but saying that 

as they were in no way responsible for the accident there was nothing that they could do. 

The tenants of the wharf and buildings would be asked to make sure the gate was kept closed. 

 
          


