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Faversham and N.E.K.News 5 Aug 1911. The Cliffe explosion. Inquest. 

The enquiry into the deaths of three men, Ernest LAW, 36y, Leading hand in the washing house, 

Charles HAWKINS, 26y, Washing house man and  George WALKANSHAW, 20y, Bogey runner 

who were killed by explosion of nitro-glycerine at Messr's. Curtis and Harvey's explosives works at Cliffe 

opened at the works on Friday. 

Captain LLOYD, one of the firm's directors explained the circumstances. 

About 3,000 lbs of nitro-glycerine and guncotton were in the washouse and the bogey being pushed by 

WALKINSHAW. 

Gun - cotton exploded in the bogey outside the building resulting in a wide extent of damage to the works. 

Herbert DOBBINSON, a Nitrator, said he had left LAW and HAWKINS in the building, WALKINSON,outside. 

He was thrown to the ground and was of the opinion that all three had been killed. 

Ernest WEAVERS, foreman of the labourers searched the site but could only find fragments of the bodies, 

many in a field 300 yards away. 

The inquest was adjourned because Major Cooper-Key, H.M. Inspector of Explosives had not completed his 

enquiries. 

The funeral took place on Saturday in Cliffe churchyard, practically all the employees at the works attending. 

 

 

Faversham Mercury 27 Jan 1912. Edward medal for Heroic Workman. 

The King has awarded the Edward medal of the first class to Herbert DOBINSON for heroic action at the explosives 

factory 

of Messr's Curtis' and Harvey, Ltd, Cliffe when an explosion occurred on July 26th last ( ie 1911 ), three men being 

killed. 

DOBINSON, having just left the building was knocked down by the force of the explosion but hearing a call for 

help 

from a fellow worker named WORDLEY  who had been blown under a Guncotton truck which had caught fire, 

he ran into the shed at the imminent risk of being killed by further explosions and released Wordley from his 

perilous position. 

 


