
George  EVETTS 

 

Faversham society museum collection. Explosives Loading Company. 30 th April 1916. 

Geo. EVETTS, Works manager signs a letter to Mrs Gilbert cofirming that her husband's body 

was not identified after the explosion on Sunday 2nd April 1916 and confirms that the Company 

is prepared to accept liability for claims under any insurances. ( Ref. Frederick William Gilbert ). 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News. Sat. 24 March 1917. Explosion at Faversham. Honours for Gallant 

action. 

King George V presented ' Edward Medal of the Second Class ' to workers for their gallant 

actions on  

2 April 1916 when the explosion at Faversham occurred. 

Recipients were; 

George  EVETTS and William Edmund Bethel, Managers. 

Urbane Charles Beach,  John Harrison and John Sears, Firemen. 

William Wallace and George Gilham, workers on site. 

Private William James Wiltshire, Royal Defence Corps, temporarily employed at the works. 

Presentation was at Buckingham Palace by His Majesty the King on Wednesday last, 

all those named were present except Pte. Wiltshire, on his way to India. 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News. Sat. 24 March 1917. Faversham County Court. Workman's 

compensation. 

The paper reports on a compensation claim by Charles Henry Pope for injuries received in at 

explosion 

at the Explosives Loading Company factory in the early part of last year. 

Mr George EVETTS, Manager of the factory stated that Pope's work was general labouring 

for a wage of twenty-three shillings a week. 

The firm was prepared, now to pay him thirty shillings for a 40 hr week. 

After the war they would give him the same for a 54 hour week. 

Pope said he needed work which did not require him to stoop and become giddy. 

Mr EVETTs undertook to find him such work. 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News. Sat. 5 May 1917. Two matches in his cap. 

Mr George EVETTS, Manager of the Explosives Loading Company gave evidence at the Petty 

Sessions Court 

on Thursday when William Bayne, 4, Tanner Street was charged with having matches under the 

peak of his cap. 

Mr EVETTS said that Bayne was employed on Nitrate of Ammonia which was not an explosive 

but highly inflammable.  He said Bayne had a good character and was a good workman. 

Sentence; 14 days imprisonment without hard labour. 

This case had started at the County Police Court on Monday but was adjourned at the request of  

Mr Foley, Works foreman so that charges could be made under the Explosives Act. 

 

Fav. and N.E.K. News 29 Sep 1917.  Unveiling and dedication of the memorial designed and 

erected by Messrs. Whiting Bros. 

A comprehensive report includes names of distinguished visitors. The chief representatives of 



the Explosives Companies included 

Captain COKE, R.E.,  Mr George EVETTS  and Lieut.- Commander BOSTOCK of the 

Explosives Loading Company, 

Mr B. E. TODHUNTER and Mr W. J. WRIGHT of Cotton Powder Company and Mr Henry 

MINTER of Messrs. Curtis's and Harvey. 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News. Sat. 16 Feb 1918. Presentation at Explosives Loading Company 

works. 

A presentation was made to Mr George EVETTS at Explosives Loading Company, the highly 

respected manager 

when Staff and employees gave him a solid silver tea and coffee service and tray. 

The occasion was honoured by the prescence of Managing Director, Capt. Coke, R.N. 

who made the presentation and in doing so explained why the firm had retained the sevices of 

Mr EVETTS 

work in the firm's and National interest. 

 

Faversham News. 27 Apr 1918. Charity Football.  Mall Ground.  3. 15 pm.  Today. 

C. P. C.  and  E. L. C.  teams and officials are listed.  Proceeds are to go to the Cottage 

Hospital. 

E. L. C. team includes  G. EVETTS as one of their forwards.   

Faversham News. 4 May 1918.  Charity football.  Result.  2 - 2. 

 "    29 Jun 1918.    " "    £ 24 - 10s - 7d.  has been donated to the 

Cottage Hospital 

     via the Mayor.  Any expenses have been met by the E. L. C. and  C. P. C.  

Clubs. 

     Mr  Ernest  E.  PERRY, Secretary  and Treasurer,  E. L. C. Football Club. 

 

Kent Life. April 1986. The Great Explosion. 

" The Manager, Mr George EVETTS decided that boxes of T.N.T. should be moved away 

from a burning shed so as many staff as possible were mustered to carry it out. 

When Building No.833 blew up Mr EVETTS was about forty yards away. 

He was knocked unconscious and had his coat blown off his back. 

When he came too he tried to rescue books and papers from his office but managed to escape 

as the roof fell in.  He ran to the Main Gate to summon medical assistance where he met 

William Bethel, 

Works Manager of Cotton Powder Company. 

They noticed that the roof of a magazine holding twenty-five tons of T.N.T. was on fire. 

Unable to get anyone else to help they climbed on the roof and put the fire out. 

 


