
William  ELY  ( 1832 - 1867 ). 
 

Boughton parish register,baptism. 

18 Nov 1832 William ELY, son of Charles and Frances, of Boughton, Labourer. 

 

1841 census; 0471 - 11. f.013, p.18. South Street, Boughton, Kent. 

ELEY  Charles 45y, Ag.lab.   Francis 40y, 

    "  Maria 13y,  Charles 11y,  William 8y,  John 4y,  James 1y.  All born in Kent. 

 

1841 census; 0475 - 14. f.014, p.22. Church Street, Selling, Kent. 

WATERS   Richard 25y, Ag.lab.  Sarah 20y,  Ann 5y,  Richard 4y,  Hannah 13mo.  All born in Kent. 

 

1861 census; 0526 - 164 - 20. Flood Lane, Faversham, Kent. 

ELY William Head Mar 28  Labourer, Powder works Kent Boughton 

    " Ann Wife Mar 24  ----        " Swinfield Minis 

 

Faversham parish church baptism. WATERS. 

23 Oct 1870 George, son of George and Henrietta, of St. John's Road, Labourer. 

 

1871 census; 0978 - 110 - 15. 77, St.Mary's Road, Faversham, Kent. 

WATERS George 26y, Henrietta 30y and family includes; 

ELY  Ann Sist. Wid 34  ----   Kent Selling. 

............................................................................................................................................................. 

 

Oare parish register,burials. 31 Dec 1867 William ELEY, of Ospringe Road, Faversham, 37y. 

One of eleven men " blown up by Gunpowder Explosion 28 Dec 1867 ". 

 

The Times. 30 Dec 1867 Fatal explosion at the Faversham Powder mills. 

A fearful explosion occurred on Saturday morning at these Powder mills when eleven men were blown 

into the air and killed instantly. 

The Works belongs to Messrs.Hall and is about a mile from Faversham. 

Much damage was caused locally and glass in Canterbury, about ten miles away was damaged. 

At about 11 o'clock on Saturday morning the Corning house exploded followed by the Glazing house 

and the Press house. 

Of the twelve men at work, eleven were blown up with the houses in which they worked  

and only fragments of any bodies have been recovered. 

Those killed are listed together with their married status and number of children. 

Eleven widows and twenty-nine children are left to mourn. 

William ELEY, one of eleven men killed was married,one of family. 

 

The Times. 31 Dec 1867 The inquest. 

The inquest into the death of William ELEY, 37y, one of eleven men killed at the Marsh Gunpowder works 

was opened in an office at the works. 

Mr W.Hall, head of the firm, Mr W.T.T.Hall and Mr R.W.Smith, partners were present. 

Witnesses were William Honess, foreman of the works, Frederick Sherwood, a labourer in the corning house 

and George Bramwell, a boatman. 

Mr Cooper, manager of the works said there was no truth in the rumours about strangers being seen on the site. 

( This rumour is the subject of an article in the Times of 30 Dec 1867 ). 

The verdict of the jury was ' It is our opinion that the lives that have been lost have been sacrificed by accident. 

The jury believe that every care and precaution has been taken by the proprietors of the works. 

 

East Kent Gazette. 4 Jan 1868 Terrific explosion at Faversham Powder Works, Eleven men Killed. 

The paper includes a comprehensive report on the scene, the accident when a corning house, 

a press house and a charge house exploded and the inquest. 

The report is generally as reported above. 

William Honess, foreman of the Marsh works said William ELEY was one of the workers in the Corning house. 



Mrs Eley says " she would be prepared to sacrifice all she had if she could see a fragment of his remains ". 

...........................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

Faversham paper No.78. Oare parish and people. Melrose. 2001. 

9 Feb 1868 A Thanksgiving offering (service) was held for the preservation of life and property 

  during the Gunpowder Explosion. 

  A service was held for the widows and a collection raised 19s-6d. 

 

Fversham News 22 Feb 1890. Death. 

19 Feb 1890  at 80, West Street, Faversham, Francis ELY, widow of Charles, 89y. 

 


