
Emma J. FRANKLIN  ( c.1844 - after 1881c. ).   

 

East Kent Gazette. 24 May 1879. The fatal explosion at Cotton Powder Works, Faversham. 

On Monday afternoon the Coroner held an inquest in an office at the Works into the death of 

William Cowtan AMOS, 

aged 40y, of Ospringe Road who was killed in an explosion in the detonator pressing-house on 

Friday last. 

( as reported in our last weeks issue ). 

 

One of the witnesses to the inquiry was Emma FRANKLIN, wife of Henry Millen Franklin, 

brickmaker, of Oare. 

She deposed " I am employed at the detonator factory of the Patent Cotton Powder Company at 

Oare. 

I was working with the deceased, William Cowtan AMOS on Friday morning and last saw him 

alive at half past nine. 

He was then going in to the press-house. 

About twenty minutes later I heard the explosion and went to the press-house. I called the 

deceased but could not make him hear. 

The place was full of smoke. After going to the packing house and no one there I went back to 

the press-house 

and saw deceased lying on the floor.  He appeared to be quite dead. I then went to the works and 

gave information ". 

The jury's verdict was " Accidentally killed by detonators exploding at the factory ". 

 

The Report by H.M. Inspector of Explosives, 23 Jun 1879 on the explosion of 16 May when one 

man, 

William Coulton AMOS was killed mentions Emma FRANKLIN, at work in the Packing House 

overhearing a conversation 

between AMOS and Henry CHOWLER, assistant foreman about a recent accident in Scotland 

where a girl had been blown to pieces 

and reminding him to sponge down the work area. AMOS told FRANKLIN that " He hoped he 

would not have his head blown off ". 

 

1881 census; 0970 - 052 - 17.  Russell Pl. Oare, Kent. 

FRANKLIN Henry M. Head Mar 40  Brickmaker, Chelsea pensioner, late Roy. Art'y.

 Scotland 

 " Emma J. Wife Mar 37  ----     Kent

 Faversham 

 " Harry R. Son ---   9  Scholar         "

 Dover 

 " Ernest O.A. Son ---   1  ----         "

 Oare 

  


