
Ernest  GRAY  ( c.1882 - after April 1916 ). 

 

Note to Arthur Percival from Miss Brenda T. BUSBY.  <brenda.b@csma-netlink.co.uk> 

 

My maternal grandfather, Mr Ernest GRAY was  employed by the Explosives Loading 

Company Limited 

and was at work on 2nd April 1916, the day of the Great Explosion. 

He was one of the survivors and helped in the rescue of the injured and the prevention of the 

spread 

of the fire for which he received a Commemorative Medal and Certificate giving an Account of 

the Action. 

My mother, who lives with me, has in her posession the original certificate, but unfortunately 

does not know what happened to the Commemorative Medal. 

I should point out that my grandfather's surname has been spelt incorrectly on the certificate, 

' GREY ' instead of ' GRAY '. 

At the time of the explosion he was 34 years of age, employed at the Explosives factory 

and living at Provident Cottage, Shottenden. 

As he never spoke to his children about his work or even about being involved in the fire and 

explosion 

at the factory, my mother does not know the dates of his employment there. 

You may already have my granfather's name on your list of staff, 

but if not I hope the foregoing information will be of help. 

If you would like a copy of the Certificate perhaps you could please let me know where to send 

it, 

as I am unable to send copy with this e-mail, it is too large. 

Yours sincerely, Brenda BUSBY, ( Miss B.T.Busby ). 

 

Faversham society museum collection. 2 April 1916. The Great Explosion. Notes from the 

Inquest files. 

Inquest report ( page 53 ) is a list of 54  Explosives Loading Co. men injured on 2 April 1916. 

Includes E. GRAY,  Married,  T. N. T. Shell filler, Vernon cottage, Shottenden, Chilham, 

Faversham. 

 

2 April 2016. 100th  Anniversary memorial service was held in Faversham cemetery. 

  See Faversham Times  and  News 6 / 7 April 2016 for reports and photos. 

 

Subsequent researsch.  He may be; 

Faversham parish church Banns register. 20, 27 Dec 1896,  3 Jan 1897.  Married 31. 1. 97. 

Ernest William GRAY, Bachelor  and  Maud STEVENS, Spinster. Both of this parish. 

   


