
Bertha GARDNER  ( 1883 - ...... ). 

Edith GARDNER  ( c.1894 - 1916 ). 

Esther GARDNER 

 

Ospringe parish church baptism  

30 Dec 1883 Bertha GARDNER, dau. of Edward and Anna Maria, of Water Lane, Miller. 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News. Sat 28 Oct 1916. Explosion at factory. 

The Ministry of Munitions regrets to announce that an explosion occurred on Wedneday 

at a Munitions factory in Kent. Some damage was done to the works and there were several 

casualties 

including two deaths and ten persons seriously injured. 

 

Edith GARDNER is one of the women named in the report by Major T. H. CROZIER of 15 Nov 

1916 

concerning the explosion in Building 110, a Pellet   Pressing  House at  Marsh Works, 

Faversham 

on 25 Oct 1916 in which two were killed and two more died soon after from injuries received. 

Edith GARDNER was trapped when she ran out of No.1. compartment and instead of running 

away 

ran into the entrance of a passageway where timbers and masonry fell on her. 

She was rescued by CHAMBERS with difficulty and terribly burned.  

Edith GARDNER, single, 22 years of age was one who succumbed to her injuries 

and died on 2 November 1916. 

 

G.R.O. Deaths index. December 1916. Edith GARDNER, 22y, Faversham 2a. 1336. 

 

Sidney CHAMBERS, an employee of Messrs. Curtis's and Harvey was working in a salt-petre 

house 

nearby and was awarded an O.B.E. medal for his part in this accident. 

 

Esther GARDNER was working with her two sisters in No.1 compartment of Building 110 on 

Amatol 

and T.N.T. Bertha, her sister, saw smoke rising from the box or cover of the drive belt and called 

to the others to run out. She got out and is reported as unhurt but the others were injured. 

 

Just before the accident a " heavy charge " had been put in the No.1 Press which was being 

worked by 

Bertha GARDNER and Violet HARRIS. This had been stopped but was now required. 

On re-starting Edith GARDNER saw smoke coming from the belt casing. 

Bertha GARDNER was one of three sisters working in No.1 compartment of Building 110 on 

Amatol and T.N.T.  Bertha is reported to be burned. 

 

Faversham Society museum collection. 

1. Copy of the final Report by Major T.H. Crozier on the explosion at Marsh Works 25 Oct 

1916. 



2. Copy of the draft report which includes comments and signatures of Munitions ministry 

 officials. 

 The original is held in the National Archives, Kew under Piece No. HO 45 / 19914. 

* Since the report was written another death has occurred, Norah JEMMETT having died 

from 

  her injuries and pneumonia. 

 


