
Percy Harry Alfred GOLDSMITH 

 

Faversham Borough Annual. 1911. 

P. 41 and P. 74 Harry GOLDSMITH  5, Saxon road. 

 

Preston parish church Banns register. 17, 24, 31 Jul 1938. 

Percy Alfred Harry GOLDSMITH, Bachelor of this parish and  

Evelyn Frances BRINDLEY, Spinster of Beckenham. 

 

The Times.  13 Apr 1939.  Explosion at Faversham.   

Inquest on three victims.  Sabotage ruled out. 

 

A verdict of " Accidental death " was returned at the inquest on the bodies of three men killed 

in an explosion  at a powder works on the outskirts of Faversham on Sat. 25 March. 

Dr. H. E. Watts, Home Office Inspector of Explosives said activities of persons from outside 

could be ruled out. 

The three men killed were; 

John Gibson LaPRAIK, works manager, of Preston Grove, Faversham. 

Arthur Thomas BOORMAN, 22y, storekeeper, of Upper Brents, Faversham. 

Edward George NORRIS, 49y, labourer and powder maker, of Providence Place, Oare, near 

Faversham. 

 

Five women employees were injured, one of whom was Mrs BOORMAN, mother of one of the 

men killed. 

 

Witness, Percy Harry Alfred GOLDSMITH, Chemist at the works said there were three 

ingredients  

in the explosive which was made in shed No. 12.  He said that on Friday afternoon there would 

be  

eight batches of finished product iin No. 12. 

Coroner;  How much is a batch ?.    500lb. 

That takes up a lot of room, 4,000 lb. of finished product ?.    Yes. 

Do you know of any regulation about the amount to be stored in this building ?  Yes., 2,000 lb. 

 

Mr GOLDSMITH said eight batches were usually turned out in one day. 

How many on the 24th. ?      Twelve. 

 

Alfred Frank JONES, who had retired in January after 14 years at the works 

and 55 years in the Explosives industry said that they turned out two batches of 450 lbs a day 

when he was manager. He said that twelve batches would make it difficult to keep clear 

as it was licensed for only 2,000 lbs. 

  


