
Caspar  Deiderick  HELCKE  ( c1845 - 1928 ). 

 
Faversham paper No.39. Oare Gunpowder Works. W.Cocroft 1994. 

1904. Messrs. Dr Helcke family set up a fulminate of mercury factory at Harty Ferry, the material to be used in 

detonators. 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News 29 Aug 1908. Heavy Faversham failure.  

Public examination of Messrs. Helcke brothers. Heavy losses through explosions. 

At the Canterbury Bankruptcy Court on Thursday Arnold Helcke and Caspar Diedrick Helcke, brother Chemists, of 

Oare, near Faversham 

appeared for their public examination. Liabilities were £3,215,  assets £ 678,  deficiency £2575.  

 

The bankruptcy had been certified by the Board of Trade. 

Mr Arnold Helcke stated that he and his brother had started a chemicals manufacturing business on the island of 

Alderney with capital of £4 - 500. 

Their chief product was FULMINATE of MERCURY. Witness said he did the finances, his brother the 

manufacturing. 

They kept books and rough balance sheets. 

They were successful until three or four years ago when they moved to Oare and obtained a licence to manufacture 

explosives there. 

They came to Oare after two explosions and a fire on Alderney caused the authorites there to ask them to leave. 

They thought they had lost £3 - 4,000. 

It had not been possible to obtain insurance, the compound being too dangerous. 

Setting up at Oare had cost about £2,000, £1,500 of which was borrowed from ELY Bros. in exchange for a 21 year 

lease on the premises and a certain amount of fulminate. 

ELY Bros.,pressing for their amount was the cause of the present action.  ( Other creditors are also reported ).   

 

Caspar Helcke was examined briefly saying he had been in partnership with his brother who had said he was pressed 

for money but not insolvent. 

Messrs. ELY and others knew of our financial position. 

The whole of the business was at Harty Ferry producing 20,000 lbs weight of fulminate in 1905, the value of which 

was between 6/- and 8/- per lb.  

We lived at Herne Bay, both my brother and my nephew are employed in the business. We have had as many as six 

men working but we do not need money. 

They get paid about 30/- per week and overtime. 

He explained that the cause of the explosion in Alderney was a fearful storm which ignited some of the inflammable 

material. 

 

Case adjourned until 24 Sep 1908. 

Faversham News 26 Sep 1908. The examination was heard and closed. Mr Arnold Helcke admitted that the books 

did not show the actual position. 

He had drawn £600 per year for living expenses, his brother, £350 - 400. 

The deficiency of £2575 had arisen over 18 months due to the loss of one of their principal customers, Messrs. ELY 

Bros. 

When pressed the deptor said that the records had not been very particular at did not show their actual standing at 

any time. 

 

Faversham Borough Annual. 1915. 

p. 92 Messrs. ELEY Bros., of Edmonton have works here at Harty Ferry, near Faversham 

 where they carry on the manufacture of fulminate of mercury. 

 Manager of the Works is Mr C. HELCKE, Sen'r. 

p. 37 C. D. HELCKE  1, Kingsfield terrace, South road. 

 

Faversham Directory 1921 Helcke, Miss. 1, Kingsfield Terrace, South Road, Faversham. 

 " "    1928 Helcke, C.D. or Caspar Detric at 37, South Road, Faversham. 



 

Faversham cemetery burial register. Grave A.743. 

Ref. 3795. Caspar Deiderick Helcke, 83y, Chemist, died 4 Jan 1928 at Faversham within, buried 7 Jan 1928. 

Ref. 3830. Ruby Helene Helcke, 20y, Daughter of Caspar,died 23 Mar 1928 at Faversham within, buried  27 Mar 

1928. 

Ref. 6861. Maria Ann Helcke, 90y, Widow, died 25 May 1945 at Faversham, buried 28 May 1945. 

Ref. 9973. Mabel Maria Helcke, 84y, Spinster, died 24 Jul 1966 at Faversham, buried 28 July 1966. 

 

GRO Deaths index. Mar 1928 Caspar Deiderick Helcke, 83y. Faversham 2a. 1397. 

 " "  Mar 1928 Ruby Helene Helcke, 20y. Faversham 2a. 1428. 

 " "  Jun 1945  Maria Ann Helike, 90y. Sittingbourne 2a. 1261. 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News 5 Jan 1929 In memoriam. Helcke. 

In affectionate remembrance of a devoted husband and father, Caspar Deiderick Helcke who passed away 4 Jan 

1928. 

From his loving wife and children. 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News 23 Mar 1929 In memoriam. Helcke. 

In ever loving remembrance of my dear grand-daughter, Ruby Helene Helcke who fell asleep suddenly and 

peacefully on 

23 Mar 1928. Deeply regretted and sadly missed by her Grandmother and all the family. ( + text ). 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News 4 Jan 1930. In memoriam. HELCKE. 

In ever affectionate remembrance of devoted husband and father, C. D. HELCKE who entered into rest 4 Jan 1928. 

" The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God ". 

 


