
William  JEMMETT  ( .... - 1864 ). 
 

Faversham Society collection. Sailing barges of Faversham. Richard Hugh Perks. 

William JEMMETT, Captain of the barge ' Good Design ' and mate, Luke BARBER were both killed 

whilst discharging barrels of gunpowder at Hall's Erith magazine. 

Witnesses saw barges exploding killing the crews and several others. 

The magazine and surrounding buildings were blown up, the explosion being heard at Wisbech, 94 miles away. 

 

The Times 1 - 15 Oct 1864 Terrible explosion of Powder magazines. 

Detailed reports of the site, explosion, victims missing, killed and injured, aftermath, inquests and illustrations 

are reported in The Times and many other national and local newspapers. 

These notes are compiled from copies in the Faversham Society Museum collection. 

William JEMMETT was not the subject of an inquest because his remains were not recovered. 

There are no references in the GRO Deaths indexes and there are no burial records. 

 

The Great Explosion at Erith. Peter J.Hubbard. ( Illustrated ). 

Two barges, Good Design and Harriet were making a routine delivery of black powder to Hall's magazine. 

They were moored at Plumstead marshes about 2 miles from Erith and the same from Belvedere. 

Black powder was used by both Army and Navy and was brought from Faversham. 

The shock or fragments from an exploding barge triggered explosions in both Hall's and Low Wood magazines. 

There were no suvivors in the four men who made up the crews in the two barges. 

 

East Kent Gazette 8 Oct 1864 Entry headed 'Wednesday'. 

William JEMMETT and Luke BARBER, Master and Mate of the vessel ' Good Design ' 

are recorded as missing together with four others. 

No evidence as to the cause of the accident was provided at the inquest held at Belvedere and Erith. 

Entry headed 'Faversham'. 

The Explosion at Belvedere. Jemmett, the master of the barge 'Good Design' was a Faversham man 

as was the mate, Luke Barber whose widow is approaching her confinement. 

 

The Star 8 Oct 1864 Explosion of powder mills. 

Several persons killed or wounded. Immense loss of property. 

Two powder mills of Messrs.Hall an Sons at Low Wood, Belvedere exploded. 

Four men and a boy in two powder barges alongside the mills in the Thames are missing, 

the barges and their occupants disappearing in the explosion. 

 

Illustrated London News 8 Oct 1864. 

William Jemmett, master of the barge good design is missing. 

It is supposed that the men on the barges were blown to pieces as their bodies have not been found. 

Later editions include several engraved illustrations of the site and its ruins after this accident. 

  


