
George  RAYNER  ( c1825 - 1864 ). 

 

Faversham parish church marriage 3 Oct 1845, Registrar's certificate. 

George RAYNER, Full age, Bachelor, Sawyer, of Partridge Lane, son of Edward Rayner, 

Sawyer. 

Harriet HARNETT, Full age, Soinster, of East Street, dau. of John Harnett, Labourer. 

Wits;  Stephen York,  Mary Turner. 

 

The Great Explosion at Erith. Peter J.Hubbard, ( Illustrated ). 

Ref; Faversham Society Museum collection. 

George RAYNOR, foreman of HALL's magazine died from head and other injuries. 

His wife and daughter survived.Ruins of Rayner's house illustrated. 

 

National and local newpapers report at great length on this accident.  Some are illustrated. 

The following notes are taken from photo-copies of the papers in the Fav.Society collection. 

 

East Kent Gazette 8 Oct 1864. 

George RAYNER ( G.R. ) was a Luddenham man, his father is parish clerk at Luddenham 

and his brother is a sawyer in Faversham. 

G.R. and the missing John YORKE were cousins and were both employed as managers at the 

Belvedere depot. 

Harriet Rayner, his wife is in Guy's Hosp.and hopes are held for her recovery. 

This woman and her son were in their cottage and were much injured. 

A letter signed by G.R. intended for Mr MONK at Faversham is discussed at the inquest. 

 

The scene. The explosion occurred in a Gunpowder depot on Plumstead Marshes between Erith 

and Belvedere. 

A few working men lived near, one of whom was George Rayner, 

Storekeeper for Messrs. Hall, a married man with a family. 

Walter Silver, acting as Storkeeper for Messrs.Daye and Barker, married, lived nearby. 

Other men employed occupied a cottage in common. 

Rayner had been Storeman for twelve years having handled gunpowder since his boyhood. 

 

Sgt. Cox's statement. A policeman stationed at Erith, he found the body of Mr G.R.in his own 

garden, 

much cut about the face, back of his head cut open, part of his brain protruding. He was quite 

dead.  

A son of Rayner, Oliver was discovered, his head smashed. Death must have been instantaneous. 

The bodies of Rayner and his son were taken to the Belvedere Hotel to await the inquest. 

 

The Star 8 Oct 1864 Explosion of Powder mills. 

Twelve wounded were carried to Guy's Hospital. 

Mrs Rayner and son ( wife and son of the foreman killed ) are in precarious position. 

The dead, including Mr Rayner, the foreman and others were conveyed home. 

 

Daily Telegraph 8 Oct 1864. 



Mr Rayner was found lying on the ground and appeared to have been killed on the spot. 

Local workers in a potato field rescued Mrs Rayner, one son and two daughters. 

Mrs Raynor said " I know my husband must be killed, I saw him blown through the wall of the 

house 

and I fell through the floor in the ruins ". 

Details reported on ruins of Rayner's house and garden. 

 

The Times 1 - 15 Oct 1864 Awful catastrophe at Belvedere. 

Detailed reports on the site, explosion, damage, names of persons missing, killed and injured. 

Statements from P.c. Wood and Sgt. Cox.  

 

Illustrated London News 8,15 and 29 Oct 1864. 

Include reports as above and several engravings illustrating the ruins of Rayner's house, 

several views and a scale drawing of the site. 

 

Kentish Gazette 11 Oct 1864 Section 8. 

Editorial verbiage and background theorising includes; 

The body of Rayner was forthcoming for he, it seems had gone back to his cottage 

after giving directions for the unloading. 

This is assumed because he was wearing ordinary shoes,not the slippers he would have worn on 

duty. 

 

The inquest was started in the Belverere hotel but adjourned because damage to the premises 

made it uncomfortable for those present. 

It resumed 11 oct 1864 in the Avenue Hall, Erith. 

Fav.Soc.Mus.Coll.Papers respecting gunpowder mills and magazines. 

p.43, Section 45.From the evidence at the inquest six items which require legislation are 

proposed. 

p.44, Kent to wit. The names of the coroner and all jurymen are listed. 

At the time of his death, G.R. was male, aged 39y, storekeeper. 

He died 1 Oct in explosion of a barge belonging to William and Peter Bramess Hall 

but how it was caused there is no evidence to prove. 

 


