
George  RANSOM  ( c1822 - 1847 ). 
 

The Times.  19 July 1847.  Explosion at Faversham. 

Stores numbers 3 and 4 at the Marsh Works, used for drying gun cotton exploded on Wednesday 

14 July 1847. 

Language is incapable of describing the scene of desolation. 

Searches were made in the fields nearby for remains of those involved in the destruction. 

 

One poor fellow named RANSOM who was haymaking in an adjoining field was knocked down 

by the report 

but as soon as he had recovered he hastened to render assistance and rescued three or four of the 

sufferers, 

but one little fellow whose brother was also a victim died in his arms. 

Towards the evening he complained of serious pain in his chest, he was much worse in the night 

and on Thursday morning death relieved him of his suffering, thus falling a victim of his 

exertions in the cause of humanity. 

He had been married but a few months. 

 

The inquest was held in the Guildhall, Faversham, on Friday. 

After viewing the body at his home the Coroner said they should not have difficulty in deciding 

the cause of death 

and they should not extend their duty towards the cause of the accident. 

Messr's.  HALL were present and were much affected. 

Witness John BATT, of Preston, resides in the Marsh Works and was haymaking, working for  

Messrs. HALL. 

Deceased, said George RANSOM, was working with me about 100 yards from the No. 4. store 

when it exploded. 

We both fell down with concussion.  On recovery, I went to the south side but RANSOM went 

to the north west side 

of the mound and the wind was blowing towards him. 

I lost sight of him in the smoke and never saw him again. 

 

Frederick France GIRAUD, Surgeon saw him and advised fresh air. 

Mr SNAPE, my assistant and I saw him again before he died. 

At post-mortem I found his lungs showed a high degree of irritation such as would have caused 

by a MEPHITIC gas which was produced by the reaction of nitric or sulphuric acids on straw or 

similar materials. 

Mr Alfred WHITE, of Islington, Chymist, explained the need for the use of these acids 

and said the gasses produced would be fatal if coming into contact with animal tissues.  

The jury's verdict was " Deceased died from suffocation produced by inhalation of Mephitic Gas 

".  

 
Concise Oxford Dictionary. " Mephitic ", Foul-smelling or poisonous stench ". 

See also Faversham paper No. 52,' Davington parish and people ' where his age is recored as 25y. 

............................................................ 

 

Faversham parish church baptisms. 



25 Nov 1819 William, son of John and Sarah, of Fav'm., Labourer. 

20 Nov 1826 Sarah Ann, dau. of John and Sarah Ann, of Fav'm., Labourer. 

 

1841 census; 0471 - 11.  Boughton Street, Boughton, Kent. 

RANSOM John 45y  Sophia 40y, 

    " also Thomas 14y,  Sophia 12y,  Frances 10y,  Edmund 8y, 

    " and Stephen 6y,  Elizabeth 4y,  Charles 2y,  Frederick 1y. 

 

1841 census; 0472 - 20.  f.012, p.17.  Partridge Lane, Faversham, Kent. 

TAYLOR John 50y Labourer Sarah 45y, William 20y  Mariner 

    " also Sarah 14y,  Elizabeth 12y,  Emma 10y,  George 6y. 

 

Faversham parish church marriage 18 Apr 1847, banns. 

George Howland RANSOM, Full age, Bachelor, Labourer, of Quays, son of John Ransom, Labourer. 

Sarah Ann TAYLOR, Full age, Spinster, of Partridge Lane, dau. of John Taylor, Lbourer. 

Wits;  John Taylor,  Rebekah Brown. 

 

Weekly Dispatch. 18 July 1847. 

Explosion of Guncotton Manufactory and Dreadful  Sacrifice of Life at Hoar, near Faversham. 

 

Faversham parish church burial 18 Jul 1847  George RANSOM, of Quay, 25y. 

 

G.R.O. Death index.    Sep 1847  RANSOM, George.  Faversham 5. 106. 

 

John McEWEN's verses dated 21 July 1847 on The late Gunpowder explosion at Faversham, 1847 

in which he himself was injured include verse 12; 

 "  And for poor RANSOM's fate will flow the sad and trickling tear, 

 His was a bold, intrepid heart that never knew no fear. 

 All tread lightly o'er the grave where his remains doth lay, 

 Poor fellow, he saved other lives but lost his own next day  ". 

   

North East Kent News 29 Jun 1895. Death. 

26 Jun 1895 at Spencer Row, Ospringe, Faversham, John RANSOM, 89y. 

 

 


