
Walter  SILVER ( 1809 - 1892 ). 
 

The Times 1 - 15 Oct 1864 Terrible explosion of powder magazines. 

Detailed reports of the site, explosion, victims missing, killed and injured, aftermath, inquests and illustrations. 

Many national and local newspapers reported on this accident, The Illustrated London News 

including several engravings  of the damage caused to houses and property. 

These notes are compiled from documents or copies in the Faversham Society collection. 

 

The Great Explosion at Erith. Peter J.Hubbard. Illustrated. 

Walter Silver's house after the explosion at Erith. An illustration of the ruins. 

Walter Silver was the Low Wood magazine foreman who had a miraculous escape. 

He was straining milk within the back door of his cottage when he was knocked down by the explosion in the first 

barge. 

He was flat when the second explosion shattered his house. 

He was dug from the ruins with no more than bruises. His young neice was killed outright. 

 

The Star 8 Oct 1864 Explosion of powder mills. 

Amongst those most seriously injured is the daughter of Mr Walter Silver, the manager whose house is blown down. 

A neice was killed. 

 

The Times 3 - 15 October 1864. 

The scene is on the Kentish bank of the River Thames at Low Wood mid-way between Erith and Belvedere. 

A powder magazine used for stowage, not manufacture was owned by the Low Moor Co.of Tranmere, Lancashire. 

The foreman was Walter Silver, a married man. He was Storekeeper in Messrs.Daye and Barker's magazine 

and had a cottage nearby.  His wife had gone to friends at Maidstone. 

P.c. Wood, 107, R. Div. on his patrol from Erith was hurled into the marshes. 

On recovery the first person he saw was Walter Silver who had extricated himself from the ruins of his house 

and was bleeding from a wound to his head. 

Mr Silver, the manager was writing in his office and was buried in the ruins of his house. 

A nephew and a neice who resided with him both received considerable injury. 

 

Illustrated London News 8,15,29 Oct 1864 Similar to above. 

An Inquest on the bodies of those killed was opened at the Belvedere Hotel when evidence was briefly taken 

from Mr Silver, the storekeeper and others. It was adjourned because of damage done to the premises 

and resumed at Erith when the jury found that the people were 

" killed by explosion of gunpowder in one of the barges but how it was caused there is no evidence to prove ". 

This paper includes several engraved illustrations  and a scale diagram of the site which shows Silver's house 

50 yards from one of the magazines. 

 

Fav.Soc.Mus.Coll. Family tree from Pauline Kennedy, G-G-G Grandaughter of Walter Silver. 

William SILVER,   bap.3 Dec 1769 at Ospringe, son of Sylvester Silver and Mary Blossom. 

 " marr 17 Apr 1789 at Faversham to Thomasine Stan(d)ford 

 " died 10 Jan 1848       | 

     William Silver bap. 20 Dec 1879 at Ospringe 

       marr. 1 Aug 1808 at Ospringe to Mary Gallehawk  

           | 

          Walter Silver 

 

Walter SILVER, bap 15 Oct 1809 at Ospringe. 

 " died 24 Jul 1892 at East Tilbury. 

 

Notes;  William Silver 1769 - 1848 worked at one of the Gunpowder mills in Faversham. 

 William Silver, jun'r., bap. 1789 worked with his father and moved to Leigh to become manager 

 of the new Gunpowder mills. 

 Walter Silver 1809 - 1892 became Storekeeper at Gunpowder magazine at Erith and later at East Tilbury, 

Essex. 



 

Ospringe parish church burial. 15 Mar 1843  Thomasine SILVER, Union Workhouse, 80y. 

 


