
Nellie  SMITH  ( c1896 - 1916 ). 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News 12 Aug 1916.  Death at College House. 

Nellie SMITH, aged 20y, a munitions worker died yesterday ( Thursday ) at College House, 

Ospringe. 

The death has been reported to the Coroner. 

 

Faversham and N.E.K.News 26 Aug 1916.  Inquest into the death of Nellie SMITH. 

The inquest was held in Faversham Town Hall on 12 Aug 1916 under Coroner, Mr 

C.B.HARRIS. 

Three Government officers attended. 

 

Evidence of identification was given by Mary Louise LEWIN, a married sister living at Bushey, 

Herts. 

She said deceased was 20y of age and prior to work here in May she was in domestic service. 

She had always been in good health apart from an attack of anaemia last year. 

Witness was sent for on 3 August , finding deceased ill in bed at College House Hostel. 

She stayed two days and was sent for again on 8 August. 

On Coroner's inquiry witness stated that her mother was  widow and had no permanent home, 

living from time to time with members of the family. 

Deceased had not complained about work in her letters home. 

 

Henry MINTER, Works Manager at the factory said she started work on 26th May in making 

pellets 

from Amatol, one of the ingredients being T.N.T, ( Tri - nitro - toluol ). 

She was on shift work, alternate days, nights, 6am - 6pm and vice versa with two hours off for 

meals. 

She walked to and from work, about twenty minutes. 

She passed Doctor's care in June in good health, passed fit on 5 July, complained of feeling 

unwell 

on 11th July, usual headache and sickness. 

She was suspended until 17th July, ill on 18th, suspended on the 19th never to work again. 

 

Witness stated that previous recommendations had been put in place, 

( then follows report on safety precautions and working practices ). 

140 girls were on this work and two supervisors had nothing else to do but look after the welfare 

of the girls. 

The manager stated that after the girls illness the working hours were reduced to eight hours per 

day. 

Cocoa or tea was provided and plenty of milk. Overalls were regularly washed once a fortnight. 

Respirators were provided but they were not worn correctly because of the heat. 

 

Ansley SMITH, a young woman who had worked with or near the deceased had been off work 

since 

Thursday said she had no complaints,  always wore respirator and gloves as did the deceased . 

Witness said girls were paid ' piece work '. 



Witness was questioned in detail about penetration of dust through the gloves. 

She said the dust was converted into a moist state due to perspiration. 

 

Dr. S. R. ALEXANDER, Inspecting Factory Surgeon said he saw deceased on 18th and thought 

she did not look well. Dr MANNING saw her next day and suspended her from work. 

Next day she was ordered to bed at her lodgings, 10, St. John's Road. 

She was moved to College House Hostel with two nurses to look after her at the Company's 

expense. 

She died there on 10th August. 

 

Dr Alexander and Dr Manning conducted a post - mortem in which they found her liver about 

one third 

the usual size, a specific effect of T.N.T. on the liver. 

Details of procedure were discussed and agreed on better records being kept. 

The jury returned a verdict in accordance with medical opinion. 

Mr Minter expressed the regret of the Firm adding that everything possible was being done for 

the workers. 

     


