
Henry  TOPPIN  ( c.1820 - 1847 ). 

 

Fav. soc. museum collection. The Times. 16 Jul 1847.  Dreadful explosion, Feversham 15 Jul 

1847. 

The report is of a serious accident at the " cotton " part of Mr Hall's factories near Faversham. 

Mr TOPPIN, another of the superintendents was one of the men killed. 

 

Weekly Dispatch. 18 Jul 1847.  Explosion of a Gun-cotton Manufactory. Dreadful sacrifice of 

life. 

An explosion took place at Hoar, near Faversham at Messrs.HALL's Powder and Gun-cotton 

works. 

Almost the first body recovered was that of Mr TOPPING, late of London. 

He had been engaged by Messrs. HALL as the principal person connected with the manufacture 

of Gun - cotton.  He had just entered the building when the explosion occurred.  

Mr HALL and Mr DAY, jun’r, ( late of Dartford who acts as Clerk to the department ) 

were both nearby but escaped unhurt. 

 

The Times. 19 Jul 1847. The Explosion at Faversham. 

The newspaper includes a comprehensive report on the site, the explosion, the inquest and the 

funerals. 

Henry TOPPING, a " Chymist " worked with Mr HALL and Mr DAY. 

Mr TOPPING’s body was identified by Mr HALL. 

 

The paper includes three lists; 

1, People killed and identified. 

2, People known to have been at work but whose bodies were not found. 

3. People seriously injured. 

 

The inquest was held on Friday morning in a storehouse on the site.  

Mr William HALL, the proprietor of the works said " The superintendence of the works 

devolves 

upon myself and Mr Henry TOPPIN, a chemist. 

I spent my time in the factory with Mr TOPPIN and Mr Henry DAY, one of our managing 

assistants. 

After the explosion I asked Mr DAY if  TOPPIN was in the factory. He said he was. 

He said he could not explain the cause of the explosion but he had discussed the working 

temperature 

in the drying room with Mr TOPPIN, Mr DAY and Mr CHEESMAN, the working foreman. 

It should not exceed 110 in Room 3 and 120 in Room 4 ". 

Mr Henry DAY said he was the Superintendent of Gun - cotton manufacture at the Marsh 

Works. 

Mr TOPPIN was the resident engineer and Chief Superintendent. 

 

The remains of nineteen of the sufferers were buried in Davington churchyard on Saturday, 

Mr TOPPIN and George RANSOM being buried elsewhere. 

 



Faversham burial. 21 July 1847. Henry TOPPIN, of Market Street, 27y. 

 

GROD index. Sep 1847 TOPPIN, Henry.  Faversham 5.108. 

 

Faversham Paper No. 39. ’ Oare Gunpowder Works ’ by W.COCROFT.  includes; 

1847. Professor SCHONBEIN collaborated with the HALL company to establish the first 

factory 

in England at the Marsh Works which would manufacture Gun Cotton. 

An explosion in July of that year which killed twenty-one people caused the project to be 

abandoned. 

( See I.C.I. Magazine, Oct 1928 ).  The Cotton Powder Company re-established the production 

when the processes of manufacture were better understood. 

 

Faversham Paper No.52. ’ Davington, Parish and People ’. 

Includes mention of a press report on the explosion in Buildings Nos. 3 and 4 at the Gun Cotton 

factory 

on Wed. 14 July 1847 when twenty-one people were killed. 

Henry TOPPIN, 27y, is one of ten people killed, his remains being identified. 

 

Eleven are listed as ’ known to have been at work but bodies not identified ’. 

Twenty are listed as ’ more or less seriously injured ’. 

 

Post card published by the Faversham Society in 2003. 

‘ A few verses on the late gunpowder explosion at Faversham 1847 ’ by John McEWEN.  

He was one of those injured, being severely burnt and wrote the verses 21st July, 1847, 

just a week after the explosion.  There are fifteen verses on the card, many of them referring to 

friends and colleagues involved in the accident. 

The woodblock illustration is from the Illustrated London News. 

Verse No. 6 includes; And TOPPIN, who had just returned, 

   And whom all did esteem, 

   Was scarce one moment on the spot, 

   Where finished his last scene. 

  


